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For Mark and Mary Anderson, 
faith and family have always gone 

hand in hand. Their strong Catholic 
faith, nourished here at St. Albert, has 
been the guiding force of family life 
for the Andersons throughout their 30 
years of marriage. 

“I’m a ‘lifer’ at St. Albert, and Mark 
joined when we were married,” Mary 
says. “Growing up here, I have always 
seen the deep faith, peace, prayer, and 
strong families who have supported 
and encouraged Mark and me through 
the good times and the hard times of 
family life.”

Parish involvement became an 
even more natural part of life for 
the Andersons after Mary’s sister 
encouraged her to teach religious 
education classes about 26 years ago. 
Since then, both Mary and Mark have 
continued to be active in parish life in 
various ways — Mary is now a greeter, 
a daily Mass sacristan, and participates 
in Eucharistic Adoration, while Mark 
is a greeter, usher, and a member of the 

Knights of Columbus. In addition, he 
volunteers with the Parish Festival. 

“It’s just doing my part,” says 
Mark, who has felt encouraged to get 
further involved over the years by his 
fellow parishioners and the stewardship 
commitment cards.

For Mary, giving of their time, 
talent and treasure is also a way for the 
Andersons to express their gratitude for 
the abundant blessings found in life in 
the Church.

“In my later years, I’ve prayed 
how and if and what God wanted of 
me to serve the Church, who gives 
us eternal life through Baptism, then 
continues to give us free gifts through 
the sacraments,” Mary says. “Without 
the Church and the sacraments, it would 
be like we were wandering around in the 
desert without any direction.”

As the parents of two daughters 
and seven sons, the Andersons have 
also been deeply inspired by the 
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A Family Firmly rooted in the Faith

Mark and Mary Anderson with their family on the occasion of their son Joe’s wedding



2

For longtime parishioners Wayne 
and Mary Lou Kolles, there 

are few things in life that uplift their 
minds and hearts more than singing and 
praising the Lord through song. That’s 
why they’ve continued joyously leading 
our St. Albert community in song for 
over 50 years.

“There have been many people who 
have done this with us over the years,” 
Mary Lou says. “We began back in 
1969, with me playing the organ under 
the direction of Leah Becker and Wayne 
singing in the adult choir. Later, I played 
the piano and organ for the adult choir 
under the direct of Delores Praught, 
who is very dear to us. She taught me 
and the choir time signature, dynamics, 
expression, and tempo. We as a choir 

had many years in raising our voices in 
praise to our God in the Holy Mass.”

With eight children and their share 
of health issues, making time for their 
music ministry hasn’t always been easy. 
Yet, the couple has faithfully prioritized 
this ministry, seeing it as a concrete 
way to give praise and honor back to 
the Lord.

“I feel like I’m closer to God in 
singing because that’s what they say — 
singing is praying twice,” Wayne says.

“It’s our way of being a part of 
the liturgy — our way of singing 
with the angels in the Holy Mass,” 
Mary Lou adds. “You are lifted up 
in the Spirit in praising God’s holy 
name — to be serving our church and 
faith community; to use your talents 

God has given; to be committed and 
thankful to Him for the fullness of our 
Catholic faith.”

Though their music ministry is more 
simplified than it was years ago, Wayne 
and Mary Lou are grateful to be able to 
continue leading others in song at the 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass. They, along 
with other parish volunteers, simply 
come together, leading the congregation 
in some of the beloved hymns that are 
seemingly known by everyone.

“After years of doing this together, 
we don’t really practice,” Mary Lou 
says. “The people that do sing with 
us just kind of know the music. And 
it is truly such a wonderful feeling 
to express your faith by singing and 
praising the Lord.”

Ministry Music 
ST. ALBERT  

Brings Beauty to the liturgy through song

If you are interested in joining Wayne and Mary Lou in their music ministry, contact them at 763-497-2497.

“It’s our way of being a part of the liturgy — our way of singing with the angels in the 
Holy Mass. You are lifted up in the Spirit in praising God’s holy name — to be serving 
our church and faith community; to use your talents God has given; to be committed 

and thankful to Him for the fullness of our Catholic faith.” — mary Lou KoLLes
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“What’s in It 
      For Us” 

A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR

MAY SURPRISE YOU!

You already know that our parish is committed 
to living as intentional disciples of Christ 

through the holistic practice of stewardship. What 
you may not know is that one of our inspirations 
and mentors is the late Msgr. Thomas McGread of 
the Diocese of Wichita.

Who was Msgr. McGread?
Msgr. McGread was a humble, servant priest 

who created a model for how stewardship should 
be practiced — both here and in many Catholic 
parishes across the country. What began simply 
with Msgr. McGread applying his stewardship 
principles at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Wichita — where he served as pastor for 31 years — has become 
a way of life for our parish family and for Catholics around the 
nation.

With such an incredible blueprint from this visionary priest, 
how could we go wrong?

We have truly embraced stewardship here at St. Albert, and for 
that, I am blessed and grateful. From the beginning, however, the 
question “What’s in it for us?” had to be on our minds as our efforts 
to educate parishioners and promote the stewardship way of life 
were introduced.

At first, “What’s in it for us?” seemed to center on what 
people were willing to do to give back to God as part of 
practicing their faith and living as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 While this is important, there is so much more to it.

The truth is, “What’s in it for us?” is really about “What’s in it 
for you?”

“What’s in it for you?” perhaps is best explained as one simple 
principle — cultivating a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ.

When Christ calls us to discipleship, He is also calling us to be 
faithful stewards of our time, talent and treasure. Our gratitude for 
these gifts is best expressed through giving a portion of each back 

to God. Thus, stewardship becomes a way of life 
that is also the way to holiness. Our relationship 
with Christ is what we get in return.

Our efforts as a parish to promote the spiritual 
benefits of active stewardship are designed to 
foster a deeper relationship with God for all of us. 
Membership in a parish family should encourage, 
support, and celebrate that relationship with the 
living God, first and foremost. Everything else 
flows from that.

If we are not focused on our relationship with 
God, then what will define our spirituality? 

If we have embraced the blessings of 
stewardship as a practical way of being the disciples we are called 
to be, we will in turn know a deeper relationship with Christ.

We celebrate Thanksgiving this month, which truly is a 
stewardship holiday since stewardship begins with an attitude of 
gratitude. I am truly thankful for all that is done here at St. Albert, 
and for the many parishioners willing to do so much.

In closing, let me share one final thought to help you realize the 
gift that our parish is to each and every one of us.

Be grateful for all you have.
Be generous in giving something back to God.
Be faithful stewards, and you will have done both.
That is what’s in it for you, and in turn, that is what’s in it for us!
And don’t forget — God has been doing this for centuries. 

We’re just the latest and most fortunate recipients.
Happy Thanksgiving, and may God bless you and your family. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Brian Park, Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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How do I use my Commitment Card?
Your Commitment Card allows 

you to make commitments to prayer, 
parish ministries, and offertory giving. 
It is designed to be used by the whole 
family.
• Time Section: Everyone should be 

able to check the boxes to commit 
to attend Mass on Sundays and Holy 
Days or to view the Masses online 
during the crisis. In addition to 
those commitments, try to check at 
least a few other items. Daily prayer 
should be a priority for every person 
trying to grow closer to God. We 
recognize that the current crisis may 
impact your ability to carry out your 
commitments. Know the Lord sees 
what is in your heart and is pleased 
with your best efforts.

• Talent Section: You can either 
sign up for new ministries or re-
commit to your current ministries. 
Be sure to write your first name next 
to the ministry! This is especially 
important if the card is being used 
by more than one person.

• Treasure Section: Clearly print 
how much money you plan to give 
each week or month to our parish. 
Try to take a step toward giving five 
percent of your income to St. Albert.

Issues like my age, physical limitations, 
and the current crisis prevent me from 
being active in the parish. Should I 
still turn in a Commitment Card?

Yes! The first section of the card 
— Stewardship of Time — is the most 
important because it allows you to make 
commitments to prayer. Even if you can’t 
join a ministry or make it to Mass on 
Sunday, you can still pray for our parish. 
Your spiritual support has tremendous 
value in the eyes of God.

One time I turned in a card, but no 
one ever called me when I signed up 
for a ministry.

If this happened in the past, please 
forgive us! And don’t give up on filling 
out your Commitment Card! We have 
a very good plan to call every person 
interested in joining a new ministry. If 

for some reason the ministry leader does 
not call you within four weeks of turning 
in your card, let the parish office know.

How much should I give?
Your gift is entirely dependent on 

how much God has given you. At St. 
Albert, we ask that you give five percent 
to our parish, one percent to the Catholic 
Services Appeal, and four percent to other 
charities. Why a percentage of income? 
First, because the tithe (10 percent) is 
a scriptural benchmark that the Church 
has honored for centuries (see Malachi 
3:10). Secondly, we give a percentage 
of income because it is a common-
sense standard by which everyone can 
equitably support the parish. Most of all, 
we give because we believe God comes 
first in everything, even finances.

What if I can’t fulfill my financial 
pledge?

While our pledge is not a “contract,” 
we should all make a good-faith effort 
to fulfill it. Of course, if your financial 
circumstances change — if you lose 

Q-and-A
Questions & Answers About

Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

This has most certainly been a trying and unusual year, as we have navigated through uncharted waters. In the face of great 
uncertainty or difficulty, it is easy to become complacent. Yet, this is not what God calls us to do. We are called to live 

stewardship as a way of life — in the good, bad or uncertain times. In moments of trial, God raises up saints! 
Our Stewardship Renewal reminds us that God’s gifts never stop being poured out. In turn, we never should have reason to 

stop thanking Him. So, let us take this Stewardship Renewal as an opportunity to strengthen our relationship with God in the 
midst of our rapidly changing world.

continued on page 5
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your job, for instance — then the amount of money you give 
the Church will change, too. Likewise if you get a raise or 
bonus. The biggest reason many people don’t fulfill their 
pledge is that they attend Mass at another parish when they 
go on vacation, attend a wedding, etc. If you’re out of town, 
just make up for the missed Sunday when you write your next 
check to the parish. Using your envelopes is a good way to see 
which Sundays you missed.

Even before the crisis, I didn’t go to Mass frequently. Why 
turn in a Commitment Card?

Because this is your chance to turn over a new leaf! 
Why not make a commitment to God to come to Mass every 

Sunday once the crisis is over, and until then, commit to 
viewing the Mass online each week, then write down that 
commitment? Even if that’s the only commitment you make, 
take a step forward. Jesus Himself is waiting for you!

What happens if I don’t return my Commitment Card?
We will send you a reminder letter to encourage participation. 

Please make every effort you can to participate. Our Stewardship 
Renewal is a very important annual event in the life of our parish. 
You and your family are part of what makes St. Albert a great 
community! Most importantly, your commitments are actually 
promises to Christ Himself. All of us are called to give back to 
God a portion of what He has given us.

Q-and-A
Questions & Answers About

Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

A Family Firmly rooted in the Faith   continued from front cover

miracle of life experienced with the birth of each one of 
their nine children. Feeling blessed beyond measure, Mark 
and Mary are dedicated to passing on their gift of faith to 
the next generation.  

“Our job as parents is to get our children to heaven, to give 
them the fullness of the faith in order to help them get to our 
final goal,” Mary says. “The Catholic Church has everything 
they could possibly need in their life. Life — family life — can 
be really hard at times. The Church is like a very large treasure 
chest from which to pull for strength and hope and love — the 
sacraments, the Rosary, the lives of the saints, adoration. It’s 
truly a gift to be able to pass that on to our children and all 
those around us by word and example. It is the best gift my 
parents passed on to me.”

Even as they have rooted their own nuclear family in the 
faith, the Andersons realize that their parish, too, is like family. 

“It’s our extended family,” says Mary of St. Albert. “To keep 
our family life in order, we work, pray and play together. Everything 
we have comes from God, so it’s like a circle of love to give what 
we can, to try to do our part in helping with the needs of our church.”

By living a stewardship way of life, Mark and Mary have 
always found that, for everything they give, they receive so 
many blessings in return!

“We’ve been given so much, so we try to give back,” Mark says.
“God cannot be outdone in generosity,” Mary agrees. “He 

always gives so much more back to you when you are trying to 
serve Him. We enjoy the joy of being around others who love 
God and His church.”

Meet The Andersons:
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When it comes to answering the 
call to stewardship, sometimes 

we decide to answer that call as soon as 
we receive it, right where we are — even 
if it’s in the pew at Mass! This was the 
case for Lisa Holund and her husband, 
Wayne, back in 2013. Ed Koerner, 
president of the Archdiocesan Council of 
St. Vincent de Paul, spoke at Mass about 
starting a local group in our community. 
In turn, Lisa and Wayne were moved to 
sign up that very day.

“We were active in St. Henry’s Mission 
Outreach in Monticello before we moved to 
Albertville and have always had an interest 
in outreach programs,” Lisa says. 

The St. Francis of Assisi Conference 
of St. Michael and Albertville is our 
parish’s conference for the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. In 2019, the 30 active 
Vincentians — or St. Vincent de Paul 
volunteers — posted some big numbers 
in our community. They spent 5,676 hours 
helping those in need, conducting 131 
visits that aided 399 people with shelter, 
medical, utilities, auto, gas and food needs. 
They also organized the Christmas gift 
program for families who needed help.

The St. Vincent de Paul Society is a 
Catholic lay organization that helps people 
of all faiths. Vincentians go to the homes 
of those in need in a group of two, with 

one man and one woman. The Conference 
maintains a designated phone line where 
people in need can call in for help.   

Lisa believes volunteering for the 
St. Vincent de Paul Society impacts the 
Vincentians just as much as the people 
they are helping. She also believes it 
helps the Vincentians realize just how 
blessed they are. 

“We realize more intently how 
fragile life can be and that anyone 
could experience difficulties that would 
completely alter their life and the life of 
their family,” Lisa says. 

All of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society’s work is done by volunteers, 

and any help that is given to those in 
need is supported by donations. The 
Vincentians also offer resources to 
connect with other agencies to help those 
in need. Spirituality is an important part 
of the bi-monthly meetings. Betsy Dupay 
leads a reflection and prayer for about 20 
minutes at each meeting.

“We are led by Jesus’ example, to 
serve those in need with compassion, 
sharing the love of Christ with them and 
helping them to move forward on their 
journey,” Lisa says.

In 2019, our local conference opened a 
store in St. Michael, through the generosity 
of a donor and many volunteers who gave 

With love and Compassion, 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Meets important needs in Our Area

continued on page 7

Vincentians and other donors gathered for the 2019 Friends 
of the Poor Walk to benefit the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 



7

their time, talent and treasure. Eighty 
volunteers spend time sorting incoming 
donations, working in the store, and doing 
building maintenance and lawn care. The 
funds raised support the work of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. 

The work of the Society is also 
supported by church collections and 
a large fundraiser, the Friends of the 
Poor Walk. Unfortunately, the 2020 
walk in September was not held, due 

to COVID-19 precautions. However, 
Society members were happy to receive 
a grant from the Wright Hennepin 
Electric Trust in 2020. 

Lisa says there has not been much 
of an uptick in need as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, noting that the 
federal aid packages have helped. 
However, the pandemic has changed 
how the Vincentians approach their 
work, as they are conducting more 

phone visits rather than in-person 
visits. 

Lisa feels blessed to be a part of 
this ministry which has helped her 
grow in faith and stewardship. 

“When we are able to help a family 
at a time when they really need the 
help, it is a true blessing,” she says. 
“We offer hope where it can be hard 
for a family to feel hopeful. This 
experience helps strengthen our faith.” 

St. Vincent de Paul Society    continued from page 6

aDveNt aND christmas scheDuLe Liturgies

If you would like to learn how you can help the St. Vincent de Paul Society, please contact Jeanne Van Drasek, 

Membership Director, at 612-968-3551. If you or someone you know needs help, please call the hotline at 763-634-1167.

AreA PenAnce ServiceS 
Tuesday, Dec. 1 — Mary Queen of Peace, Rogers, 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 15 — St. Albert, Albertville, 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 17 — St. Michael Catholic Church, 
St. Michael, 7:00 p.m.   

chriStmAS 
Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve — 4:00 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 25, Christmas Day — 9:00 a.m. 

mAry, holy mother of God 
Thursday, Dec. 31 — 4:00 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 1 — 9:00 a.m. 

eventS 
Pre-Advent Morning of Reflection with Msgr. Callaghan 
Saturday, Nov. 21 - 9:00 a.m.-noon — includes Mass 
followed by two talks. Confession will be available.

Live Outdoor Nativity - Come and See! Saturday, Dec. 26, 
5:00-7:00 p.m. 

yoUth 
4th/5th Grade Girls Fun Night at St. Albert Parish 
Center — Monday, Nov. 16, 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Friday Night Live at St. Albert Parish Center — Friday, 
Dec. 4, 7:00-10:00 p.m.  

4th/5th Grade Guys Fun Night at St. Albert Parish 
Center — Monday, Dec. 14, 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Friday Night Live at St. Albert Parish Center — Friday, 
Jan. 1, 7:00-10:00 p.m.   

Youth Mass and Evening Saturday — Jan. 2, 
6:30-9:30 p.m.

Find out more details about events on our 
parish website, churchofstalbert.org, and for 

youth, stmacatholicyouth.org.



HOLY MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend:
Saturday: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Weekdays:
Tuesday & Wednesday: 7:30 a.m.

Reconciliation times:
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. to 8:45 a.m.
Wednesday: 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Saturday: 2:00 p.m. to 3:45 p.m.

11400 57th St. NE • P.O. Box 127 
Albertville, MN 55301
763-497-2474
churchofstalbert.org

Primary Income Shortfalls from Budget
• Capital Campaign $-24,331 (nothing forecasted)
• Sunday Plate $-12,005 (COVID effect on Mass)
• Reimbursements -$-11,283 (change in Youth Group process 

with St. Michael)
• Parish Center Rental $-6,040 (COVID effect)

Primary Expense Overruns from Budget
• Capital Campaign $59,917 (nothing forecasted)
• Salaries & Benefits $24,730 (new employee and additional 

benefits mandated by Archdiocese)
• Youth Group Activities $15,884 (change in Youth Group 

process with St. Michael)
• Subsidies to Catholic Schools $6,800 (additional students 

and subsidy to Holy Spirit Academy)
• Stewardship $6,219 (higher printing costs than forecasted)

The full report can be reviewed at the Parish Office. Please 
call for an appointment with Greg, our Business Administrator.

INANCIAL SUMMAR
St. Albert Parish

F Y
      Budget    Actual

1. General Operations:
  Income   $576,846  $537,299
  Expense   $595,837  $625 870

2. Capital Campaign:
  Income   $0   $24,331  
  Expense   $0   $59,917

3. Cemetery:
  Income   $4,700   $ 4,321  
  Expense   $7,584   $10,512

3. TOTAL:
  Income   $581,546  $565,950 
  Expense   $603,420  $696,300

for fiscal year ended June 30, 2020

http://churchofstalbert.org

